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What iS Kagura ? Kagura refers to the sacred ritual songs and dances performed in
Shinto and in accordance with folk beliefs to give thanks for the past year, and to pray for bountiful
harvests, hunting and fishing, and to request protection from bad luck and natural disasters for the
coming year.The name “kagura”is believed to have evolved from the term *kamikura,” (literally “seat
of the gods”) which referred to a place where the deities were invited to reside while rituals to calm the
spirits of the deceased would be performed.

Kagura has been observed as far back as the Heian Period (794-1185), when common people started
performing the rituals previously only performed in the Imperial Palace, and this practice quickly
spread throughout the country. These rituals were combined and developed along with local traditions
and occupations such as rice farming, hunting and fishing, which resulted in many different local
varieties of kagura — there are over 5,000 different styles of kagura being passed down all over Japan
today, and so you could say that it is a performing art that truly represents Japan at a regional level.
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“Ame no iwayato shinwa”— “The Myth of the Heavenly Rock Cave”
Japan’s oldest extant historical texts, the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki, both feature tales of the origins of
Japan. It is said that the dance performed by Ame no Uzume no Mikoto during “Ame no iwayato shinwa”
is the origin of kagura as we know it.
Amaterasu Omikami, the sun goddess,
upset at her younger brother Susanoo
no Mikoto’s violent behavior, shut herself
inside a cave named “Ame no iwaya,”
which thus plunged the world into
darkness. In order to draw Amaterasu
Omikami out, Ame no Uzume no Mikoto
performed a strange dance in front of
the cave, and when Amaterasu Omikami
peeked out to see what was going on,
light once again returned to the world.
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Mlyazakl Kagura There are over 200 types of Kagura that have been passed

down through the generations in Miyazaki Prefecture, which can be broadly divided by their
characteristics into Takachiho, Shiiba, Nobeoka and Kadogawa kagura in the north of the prefecture,
Takanabe and Mera kagura in the central part of the prefecture, Miyazaki and Nichinan kagura from
the Miyazaki City and southern areas of the prefecture, and Kirishima kanme from the western part of
Miyazaki.

Also, different areas perform kagura at different times — the north, central and western parts of the
prefecture perform kagura all through the night from November to February, so this is referred to as
fuyu kagura (winter kagura) or yokagura (night kagura), whereas the Miyazaki City and southern
areas perform kagura during the day from February to May, earning it the name haru kagura (spring
kagura) or hiru kagura (day kagura).

One of the defining aspects of kagura from Miyazaki is that many and various different forms and
styles have been passed down in the prefecture and preserved to the present day — even within the
same basic type of kagura, there are many variations in the repertoire, dance, musical
accompaniment by drum and flute, and the construction of the sacred space for performing the dance.
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Miyazaki’'s kagura is very closely connected with the daily lives of the people that live there, and so
has developed according to each area’s unique characteristics. The kagura repertoire generally
consists of 33 dances, but some regional styles count and number the dances differently, or have a
different repertoire entirely.

A kagura performance always starts with a ritual to welcome the gods. The deities that appear in the
various myths, as well as local figures of worship, appear and celebrate with the people.

The kagura dance based on “Ame no iwayato shinwa” appears in kagura repertoires in many regions,
particularly in yokagura - as the new day dawns, the door of the cave is opened
and light once again touches the world, to the accompaniment of lively cheering
from the crowd.

The space in which kagura is performed goes by various names, such as the
mikoya. The mikdya is broadly surrounded by a shimenawa (sacred straw rope)
and decorated with erimono, cutout paper talismans depicting animals, the
names of deities, and torii, Shinto shrine gates. Along with the dances
performed, the nature and characteristics of these decorations vary depending
on the region, and this is one of the most distinctive points of regional kagura.

Kagura Performances Based on
Ame no iwayato Shinwa

Tajikarao no mai - The Dance of Tajikarao
This dance portrays Tajikarao no Mikoto, a deity known for his
strength, listening for clues and thinking as he searches for the
cave in which Amaterasu Omikami has hidden herself.

Uzume no mai - The Dance of Uzume

In order to draw Amaterasu Omikami out, Ame no Uzume no
Mikoto performs a strange and amusing dance in front of the cave.
This dance performed by Ame no Uzume no Mikoto is said to be
the origin of kagura.

Totori no mai - the Cave-Opening Dance

Just as Amaterasu Omikami moves the boulder in front of the cave
slightly to see what is going on outside, Tajikarao no Mikoto heaves
it aside and pulls her out. This dance is characterized by stirring,
strong dance movements.
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In the town of Takachiho, in the north of Miyazaki Prefecture, different styles of kagura are preserved In the area around Shiiba, a village known as one of Japan’s three greatest undiscovered locations,
in around 30 local communities, with each style being named after its respective region. Between 26 communities have passed down kagura through the generations, and this area’s styles of kagura
November and February every year, a local home or community center will be designated as the are collectively referred to as “Shiiba kagura”. This style of kagura, performed through the night from

mid-November until late December, is also sometimes known locally as “fuyu matsuri,” (“Winter
festival”) or “toshi matsuri,” (“Year-end festival”’) and is an important annual event for the people that
live in those communities.

kagura yado (the place in which kagura will be performed), and in around 20 communities in the area
all 33 dances in the kagura repertoire are performed throughout the night.

Aft?r praye.rs are said to beckon the go.ds.to the village shri.ne and rittfals are performed within the The dances, costumes and accompaniment on flute and drums that are used and featured vary
shrine precincts, dancers perform the michi kagura dance while processing towards the kagura yado , depending on the community, but the main characteristics of this style of kagura include a repertoire
with a mikoshi (portable shrine) at the head of the procession. When the “/wato goban” series of of dances that reficet Shinto-Buddhist duality, and depict hunting, slash-and-burn farming and life in a
dances, based on the Ame no iwayato shinwa is performed at the kagura yado, the audience is at their mountainous region, and ancient forms and techniques that have been passed down from pre-modern
most lively. times to the present day, and the this quality is very highly regarded.
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This style of kagura, passed down in the Shiromi region of Saito, was the first style of kagura in Takachiho no mine, one of the mountains in the Kirishima mountain range on the border between
Miyazaki Prefecture to be nationally designated as an important intangible folk cultural property. At the Miyazaki and Kagoshima Prefectures, is said to have been very popular as a site for mountain
Shiromi-jinja taisai festival, held every December, a space for performing kagura, known as a worship, and Kirishima Higashi-jinja and Sano-jinja, both located in the beautiful area around
“sotokoya” is constructed within the shrine precincts, and all 33 dances of the kagura repertoire are Takaharu, have preserved Haraigawa kagura and Sano kagura, respectively. People in this region
performed through the night. also retain a custom of referring to kagura as “kanme.”

Shiromi kagura is based on worship of the nearby sacred mountain, Ryubusa-yama, and is said to This style of kagura is said to have been practiced in the area over 400 years ago, and retains a
have been brought to the area by ascetic practitioners, a concept reflected in the vivid references to strong influence of the customs and practices of ascetic mountain worshippers in the Kirishima
and depictions of life in the mountains. The boars’ heads that are placed in front of the altar, the rituals mountain range, and among its diverse and unique characteristics are a large number of stirring
and repertoire performed that features many kagura about hunting, such as dance number 32, “shishi dances that involve the use of swords.After the Meiji Period (1868-1912), the art was dying out, and

togiri” which depicts hunting in an interesting and amusing way, are particularly remarkable. so more effort was dedicated to preserving and promoting it to the present day.
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Hinokage kagura is a general term for the kagura style passed down in 27 areas in the town of
Hinokage, which is performed every year from November to February to beckon the local deities from
the communities’ shrines to their local kagura yado. The basic structure and repertoire that centers
around the “Iwato goban” resembles the kagura from nearby Takachiho, however Hinokage kagura
can be broadly subdivided into four distinct styles; Fukasumi, lwaigawa, Iwato and Shikaso, each of
which retains the distinct characteristics of the area where it is practiced.
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In the village of Nishimera, three types of
kagura have been passed down through the
years; Murasho kagura, Ogawa kagura and
Koshino’o kagura. The origins of these date
back to the mid to late 14th Century, when it is
said that nobles and warriors that fled to the
mountains in the Mera region, brought these
styles of kagura with them. They were then
integratefd with the indigenous cultures of
hunting and mountain worship from the Mera
region, and so these styles of kagura developed
in their own way, and have each been passed
down through the years.
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In the village of Morotsuka, three types of kagura have been passed down through the years;
Minamigawa kagura, Toshita kagura and Katsura kagura. The sight of performers in masks
representing gods deities dancing at the “mai-ire,” a kind of michi kagura performed to begin the ritual,
is entirely unique to this style. Other unique aspects include the building of a high-floored mikoya
stage, which is designated as the kagura yado, and the custom of nominating a nearby house as a
waki-yado, to serve food to guests and visitors.
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The main characteristic of this type of kagura,
passed down in the Ohae area of the city of
Saito, is its influence by shugen-do (ascetic
mountain worship). In particular, the jumping
dance moves, referred to as “karasu tobi”
(“Crow-hopping”), are said to originate from the
ascetic mountain worshippers’ deep respect for
their crows while they were isolated up in the
mountains. Also, in the final dance in the
repertoire, “hyakunijiaban,” visitors also enter the
sacred area where the kagura is performed and
show their feelings of happiness and celebration.
This is another unique aspect of this style of
kagura.
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“Takanabe kagura” is a general umbrella term that refers to the styles of Hiki kagura, Tsuno kagura
and Minashiro kagura, which have been passed down through the generations in the Koyu region in
the central part of Miyazaki Prefecture. Nowadays, six Shinto shrines in the region - Shirohige-jinja,
Heida-jinja, Yasaka-jinja, Atago-jinja, Hiki-jinja and Hachiman-jinja — take turns to annually host an
event called the “Rokusha rengo daishinji,” at which kagura is performed. This style of kagura has a
wide variety of content in its repertoire, ranging from refined and solemn to comical dances.
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This type of kagura, performed in the spring and passed down
through the generations in the town of Kiyotake area in Miyazaki
City, features many dances performed to pray for good rice
harvests in its repertoire, and is said to be one of the most
well-known forms of harvest-related kagura. It is believed that
Funahiki kagura was already established at least as early as the
Edo period (1600-1868), and the repertoire of 33 dances featuring
refined elegance and stirring, active moves has been faithfully

preserved to the present day.
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This type of haru kagura, passed down in the Ikime area in Miyazaki
City, is performed in the precincts of Ikime-jinja from early afternoon
until the middle of the night. The repertoire features dances such as
“Kinemai,” and “Ta no kami” which are well-known as dances
performed to pray for bountiful harvests. Also, the abrupt changes in
dynamics and tempo in the dancing and rhythmic accompaniment,
and the coarse and powerful dance moves and strong, stomping
motions are characteristic of this style of kagura.
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This style of kagura has been passed down in the town of Shintomi,
located on the Miyazaki Plain, and is performed on February 17th at
the taisai (largest annual festival) of Nyuta Hachiman-jinja. Among the
repertoire of 33 heroic, stirring, refined dances, one that particularly
stands out is the “tsunakiri” dance, based on the legend of Yamata no
Orochi. In this dance, the highlight is where the performer cuts straw
ropes symbolizing two giant snakes with a sword, which always fires
up the crowd.
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This style of kagura has been passed down in the Kitago area of
Nichinan in the south of the prefecture, and starts off the haru kagura
season as it is performed every February 11th. The repertoire features
a wide variety of dances, such as “Mikasa mai,” an agricultural ritual
to pray for good harvests, “Uo-tsuri mai,” which features a fishing rod
with a fish attached, “Hoko mai,” with many references to Kirishima
mountain worship, and “Tsurugi mai,” strongly associated with ascetic
shugen-do worship.
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Things to Bear in Mind when Watching Kagura

Kagura has many different styles depending on the region, venue and time of year (or day), but the
following is a list of a few basic things to think about beforehand and bear in mind when planning to
watch kagura.

Schedule:Some styles of kagura hold performances at a predetermined date, time and place, but
some styles change the venues and dates of their kagura every year, so make sure to confirm before
you go.

Clothing:Many styles of night kagura are performed between November and February in shrine
precincts, local homes and community centers, so it’s a good idea to take things like blankets and
warm clothing.

Offerings:Kagura is not only a local festival but also a religious ceremony. When going to watch
kagura, it is considered good manners to provide two bottles of shochu (ask your local store for
advice), or the equivalent amount of money (¥2-3,000 — make sure to put it in an envelope) as an
offering.

Manners:The mikoya, the space where the kagura dance is performed, is a sacred space and should
not be entered. If taking pictures or recording video, please be mindful not to disturb other spectators,
and be careful when doing so. Also, make sure to follow the manners and customs of the place where
you are watching kagura, and feel free to ask someone if you are unsure about anything.

Furumai (handing out food):Some regions hand out things like soup or onigiri (rice balls) to
spectators, but others do not — make sure to bring along your own food and drinks.
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Takachiho Yokagura Hmokage Kagura 1ADRERLTER

11A~2H
November — February

BT A& it

Various places around Takachiho

aTREBLHRS

Takachiho Tourism Association | —you can watch 4 popular

80982-73-1213

HEZE R

Morotsuka Kagura

B F#%/Toshita Kagura

Last Saturday in January
#)I1#%E/Minamigawa Kagura
2R D% 1 tRA
First Saturday in February
H#ME/Katsura Kagura
7R 7E #A/Dates not fixed

HBROESHT MR E
Community Centers and Shrins around the region

RIENBLHS
Morotsuka Tourism Association
B0982-65-0178

11A~28
November — February

KETRALEADHER
T HH AROCHRIE
EERTHLENTEET.
NB: Kagura performances
are held every day at the
Kagura Hall in Takachiho-jinja

BT i

Various places around Hinokage

BREHHEZES
Hinokage Board of Education
B/0982-87-3919

Kagura dances.

Tdkathlho

Shiiba Kagura

11A~128
November — December
A&t
Various places around Shiiba
HENBSL S
Shiiba Tourism Association

B0982-67-3139
Shiiba

[Lip S50 S

Nishimera Kagura

#5F B % /Koshino'o Kagura
118 T #l/Late November
R A # #L/Kobaru Inari-jinja
FIFF #E/Murasho Kagura
12 A /December
HAER
Various places around Nishimera
/M| #%/Ogawa Kagura
12 A/December
K R #t/Mera-jinja
BERRNELRS
Nishimera Tourism Association
B®0983-36-1111

ER o P

Takaharu Kanme

P EFF%E/Sano Kagura

12R %1 LA =2\ Tl
First Saturday in December El\i*l 5‘;‘{
BREF # 4t/Sano-jinja Ohae Kagura

iik )| ¥/ Haraigawa Kagura

1MB$E4THEA
Fourth Saturday in November
RBN\E/NFHEfH
Former site of Ohae Elementary School
BB S
Saito Tourism Association
B®0983-41-1557

12A%2+#A
Second Saturday in December
)11 ¥ 2B%/Haraigawa Kagura Hall

BREHHLHS
Takaharu Tourism Association

B0984-42-4560

3]

Kagura Name ~ @EEEERERRELH

Nationally-Designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property

Schedule .L?‘:#E‘i,ﬂﬁil%{éifbﬂﬂ

Venue Prefecturally-Designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property

&4 Contact LEFDfth
Other

RAICE CZICEBELALDDDENE®RTHENITONTNET,

Misato

SRB Oy A

Shiromi. (Mera) Kagura \

Saito Tourism Association \ Ushiodake Kagura

ﬁ%%%
Takanabe Kagura

12 B/February
i

Shrines around Takanabe

BEHHEZEER
Municipal Board of Education

IS

Nyuta Kagura

2A17B/February 17th
ﬁaw&myum ja

Takanabe

=

Shintomi

He Hahm
HHhg
ik Ikime Kagura

G
Miyazaki City (8|

%8
%ﬁ'—ﬁ ) 5098&

s e

Funahiki Kagura

#&4 ® B/Spring Equinox
#85| ##t/Funahiki-jinja

#45| #4t/Funahiki-jinja

12F14~158 B0985-85-1628

14th/15th December
SR ##t/Shiromi-jinja

SRS
EHIREGS ik g

B0983-41-1557

Besides the places featured in this booklet,

there are many other types of regional Kagura in Miyazaki Prefecture.
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